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Obama backs Hariri as 
Lebanon plunges into turmoil 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama 
threw his full support behind 
embattled Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri yester¬ 
day as Hezbollah toppled his 
unity government during a 
White House visit. 


Minutes after Obama and 
Hariri posed for photogra¬ 
phers in the Oval Office, the 
Shiite militant group and its 
allies resigned from the cabi¬ 
net over a UN probe into the 
assassination of Hariri's fa¬ 
ther, the former premier. 



\ BUY ONE ADULT TICKET, 
AT FULL PRICE, 

> RECEIVE 2nd ONE, 

\ AT $5.00 OFF 

s Not valid for special events 


$5 OFF 


adult general admission 


Tri-party Meetings on Labor Law 
changes off to good start 


On Tuesday afternoon, 
the tri-party (three par¬ 
ties) group met once 
more with Minister of 
Labor, Otmar Oduber, to 
continue their discus¬ 
sions of the proposed 
labor law changes. 

See coverage on page 3 

Governor Refunjol receives important 
visit from dignitaries 




Recently, Aruba Governor Fredis Refunjol received two courtesy visits. The first visit was 
from Jan Pieter Hendrik "Piet Hein" Donner, Dutch politician of the Christian Demo¬ 
cratic Appeal (CDA). He is the Minister of the Interior and Kingdom Relations in the 
Cabinet Rutte since October 14,2010. This is Minister Donner’s first work visit to Aruba. 
Afterwards Governor Refunjol received a visit from Mr. Jun Zhang, Chinese Ambassador 
to the Netherlands. Photos show Governor Refunjol with the two dignitaries. 
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Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice OpQC 

le Petit (afe 


^o/yia/TdJ/xj tt/bs- Szfo/ae <S? 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel 586 4046 

Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - ll AM 


le Petit Cate 


£tane Qri££ Restaurant <£ Bat every Day -fraa* 5-7 pa* 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon? and link sausage? 
potatoes, toast and coffee or tea* 


Dinner Salad 

OP 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Mignon 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


Valid udt/l other ptowcsGottf/ ofifisTS oh doliponS 


AH served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
* Plus 15% service charge. Not valid with other promotional offers or coupons, 


TUESDAY AND FRIDAY: LIVE MUSIC 


Italy: Gang smuggled 
hundreds of Afghans 
into Europe 


Death toll from floods near Rio 
rises to 139 



Children look at residents evacuating a dog on a kayak at a flooded area in downtown 
Franco da Rocha , some 35 kilometers west ofSao Paulo (AFP PHOTO) 


ROME, Italy (AFP) - Italian 
police said yesterday they had 
arrested 26 suspected members 
of a gang operating in Rome 
Internet cafes that smuggled 
hundreds of Afghans into Eu¬ 
rope including possible Is¬ 
lamist militants. 

Two more suspects had 
been taken into custody in 
France and Germany. 

"Some of those being inves¬ 
tigated are suspected of in¬ 
volvement in international 
terrorism," Piero Saviotti, a 
prosecutor in Rome, told re¬ 
porters. 

The gang was made up 
mainly of Afghans, Kurds and 
Pakistanis and used the hawala 
money transfer system popular 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa. 

Up to 200 Afghans includ¬ 
ing some 40 minors were 
brought into Italy and on to 
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other parts of Europe every 
month by the gang, investiga¬ 
tors said. 

The immigrants came 
mainly from the Afghanistan- 
Pakistan border and were 
brought to Italy through stag¬ 
ing points in Iraq, Iran and 
Greece. 

The last leg of the journey 
from Greece to Italy was by 
ship and final destination 
points in Europe included Bel¬ 
gium, Germany and Sweden. 

The cost for the whole jour¬ 
ney from Afghanistan to Italy 
charged by the gang was esti¬ 
mated at between 3,000 and 
3,500 euros (3,900 and 4,600 
dollars). 

The investigation into the 
gang began in early 2008 as an 
inquiry into drug trafficking 
from Afghanistan used to fi¬ 
nance suspected Islamist mili¬ 
tants and it then widened to 
include the people smuggling 
operation, investigators said. 

The people brought in by 
the gang are now in immigrant 
detention centers. 

Police found immigrants 
sleeping in the cellars of two of 
the Internet cafes seized in the 
Ostiense quarter south of 
Rome’s city center. Some were 
forced to conduct menial work 
until their families paid off 
smuggling fees. 

Police said they were hunt¬ 
ing for 19 more suspects 
around Europe and investiga¬ 
tions were being coordinated 
by Europol, the EU police 
agency. 

Greek police earlier this 
week said they had arrested 
five people for allegedly trying 
to smuggle 15 Afghan nation¬ 
als with fake identification pa¬ 
pers to Italy on board chartered 
jets near the northeastern city 
of Kavala. 

Greece is a major point of 
entry for undocumented immi¬ 
grants into Europe 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
(AFP) - The death toll from 
floods and mudslides near Rio 
de Janeiro has risen to at least 
139, local authorities said. 

The revised toll for the Rio 


MEXICO CITY, Mexico 
(AFP) - A total of 15,273 peo¬ 
ple were killed in violence 
linked to organized crime in 
Mexico in 2010, the most 
deadly year yet since President 
Felipe Calderon launched a 
crackdown on drug gangs, a 
government spokesman said 
yesterday. 

"The highest quantity of 
murders, 15,273, was recorded 
in 2010," security spokesman 
Alejandro Poire told a meeting 
with citizens’ defense groups 
on national security. 

Poire said around half of 
the killings had been in three 
northern states, Chihuahua, 
Tamaulipas and Sinaloa, and 


region, coupled with 13 dead 
counted in Sao Paulo on Mon¬ 
day and Tuesday, means 152 
people have died in southeast 
Brazil this week from heavier- 
than-usual rains. 


that the murder rate had 
slightly reduced toward the 
end of the year. 

He said 73 of 2,430 munic¬ 
ipalities were affected by the 
violence raging between crim¬ 
inal gangs and also with secu¬ 
rity forces across the country. 

The figure for 2010 was al¬ 
most half the last official fig¬ 
ure for the total killed since 
Calderon launched a military 
offensive on the country’s 
powerful gangs, involving 
some 50,000 troops, in 2006. 

Rights groups have under¬ 
lined complaints of army 
abuses under the crackdown, 
which has been accompanied 
by a rise in violence. 


"These are the figures the 
civil defense (authorities) gave 
us. As they go along they are 
reaching new areas with the 
fire brigade," a spokeswoman 
from the Rio mayor’s office 
told AFP. 

The federal government of 
President Dilma Rousseff has 
freed up 420 million dollars in 
emergency aid to help the re¬ 
gion, the state news agency 
Agencia Brasil said. 

Heavy rains common dur¬ 
ing Brazil's summer wet sea¬ 
son were intensified this week 
by a cold front which doubled 
the usual precipitation. 


FOR SALE 


BMW 520 i 

Year 2000 
Automatic 
For info call 
5643713 or 
6607469 


15,273 killed in Mexico drug 
violence in 2010 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


Tri-party Meetings on Labor 
Law changes off to good start 


ORANJESTAD — On Tuesday 
afternoon, the tri-party (three 
parties) group met once more 
with Minister of Labor, Otmar 
Oduber, to continue their dis¬ 
cussions of the proposed labor 
law changes. 

After the meeting Oduber 
indicated that the meeting was 
a continuation of previous en¬ 
counters which began at the be¬ 
ginning of 2010. In those 
earlier meetings, employers, 
workers’ representatives and 
the government met to discus 
the proposed changes to 5 dif¬ 
ferent labor laws. 

A pivotal point stressed by 
the minister was that of the job 
security of employees. He 
made reference to the so-called 
‘on call’ arrangement, the 
sesantia (severance pay) and 
the employment agencies 
which need to be regulated. In 
the same context, he stated that 
there must be responsible pro¬ 
visions made for employees 
when a company is taken over 
by another owner or person. 

Oduber is pleased with the 
progression of the meeting and 
feels that there is consensus 
among the many employers 


and employee representatives 
that there is the need for reform 
and for the modernization of 
our existing labor laws. Oduber 
continued to remark that there 
is the need for changes with re¬ 
spect to the protection that the 
government wants to imple¬ 
ment for employees and em¬ 
ployers so as to ensure that 
there will be job security and 
tranquility in the labor environ¬ 
ment on Aruba. 

This process is taking its 
due course in view of the many 
big changes, and in light of the 
fact that it is imperative that 
there be consensus among the 
three parties. He applauded the 
valuable input and high level of 
participation coming from the 
group as they discuss the vari¬ 
ous proposals. In Tuesday’s 
meeting 6 points which were 
pending from the previous 
meeting were on the agenda, 
for which a consensus was 
reached on 4 of those points. 
The government is attempting 
to complete this process by the 
second quarter of the year and 
to present the revised laws to 
Parliament at that time. 


Happy Birthday, Minister 
Sevinger 


Yesterday, Happy 
Birthday was sang 
by his staff for Mi¬ 
nister Oslin 

(Benny) Sevinger, 
wishing him all the 
best. Minister Ot¬ 
mar Oduber also 
decided to join the 
well wishers. 

Afterwards 
everyone of Minis¬ 
ter Sevinger’s de¬ 
partment enjoyed 
cake and refresh¬ 
ments. 

Happy Birth¬ 
day Minister Se¬ 
vinger from all of 
us at The Morning 
News. 
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Present This Coupon And Receive A 

T7T) IT T? Diamond ° 
JT Charm Bracelet 

ADDITIONAL CHARMS AVAILABLE 
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Name:_Phone:_ 
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Hotel: 


Limit one per family per a six month period. This is a non transferable promotion. Employees of 
Diamonds International and affiliated companies and their relatives are not eligible. Offer expires 31/12/2010. 


Submit Petitions for Naturalization 
at Plaza Henny Eman 


ORANJESTAD - Last De¬ 
cember some 1100 citizens 
submitted petitions for natu¬ 
ralization to the Office of the 
Governor of Aruba. That was 
also the final opportunity to 
submit a petition for natural¬ 
ization with a certificate of 
the naturalization exams 
completed in Papiamento. 

The submission of this 
many petitions went well, 
notwithstanding the large 
amount of petitions. A signif¬ 
icant amount of persons who 
submitted petitions in De¬ 
cember, have yet to submit 
additional documents, such 
as translated original docu¬ 
ments. Those who still must 
submit documents have six 
weeks after the original sub¬ 
mission date to complete the 
process of document submis¬ 
sion. All official documents 
must be submitted to the 
Governor’s Office at the 
Plaza Henny Eman. 


Each citizen who submit¬ 
ted a petition in December 
should have received a docu¬ 
ment detailing what exactly 
is required of them and what 
the deadline is for submitting 
any additional documenta¬ 
tion. The moment one is con¬ 
vinced that he has all the 
required documentation he 
should arrange for an ap¬ 
pointment either through the 
online appointment system or 
by calling tel.583-4443 so as 
to submit his information 
personally. 

Additional information 
can be obtained at 
www.kabga.aw 

Contrary to what occurred 
in December 2010, the De¬ 
partment of Counselor Af¬ 
fairs will collect all 
documentation and petitions 
from the Office of the Gover¬ 
nor and not at Cas Di Cultura. 

The next step in the process 
once a file is complete; will be 


an evaluation of the request for 
naturalization. In many cases 
the Office of the Governor has 
to request information from 
DIMAS with respect to the 
history of the petitioner’s resi¬ 
dence status. Also, in each 
case research is conducted rel¬ 
evant to whether the petitioner 
has a penal record. Following 
this the Governor’s Office will 
submit their counsel to the De¬ 
partment of Immigration and 
Naturalization in the Nether¬ 
lands (IND). It is this institu¬ 
tion (IND) which makes the 
final decision whether or not 
to grant the naturalization to 
the petitioner. The entire 
process can take up to one year 
to complete. 

All petitions for natural¬ 
ization submitted after Janu¬ 
ary 1st, 2011 must be 
accompanied by a certificate 
showing that the naturaliza¬ 
tion exams were taken in 
both Papiamento and Dutch. 
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Please present this ad for a 10% Discount 
OlFers are individual and 
uniquely prepared for you 


For Reservation: 586-0786 or 87 
E-mail: faroblanco@setarnet.av 


Exquisite Italian cuisine. 

Amazing views over Aruba from our Terraces. Garden or Indoor tables. 
Unique for All Celebrations. Open Every day at 8.30 AM. 

Daily 3 course Special for $48 (one drink included). 

Daily Aruba by Might Special after 8 PM. 


(Tree Salad Soup or a glass oi wme wiui» w.^ -; dw a 

Daily tiveSoPM-9.30 PM) - Daily Happy Uouratour Open arr Bar <5 PM - 7 PM) 


Mazel Tov Aspyn with your Bar Mitzvah 




The Beth Israel synagogue in 
Oranjestad was filled to capa¬ 
city Thursday morning when 
Aspyn Cole Palatnick cele¬ 
brated his Bar Mitzvah, beau¬ 
tifully conducted by our Rabbi 
Mario Gurcorch, a truly mem¬ 
orable service. The son of Lau¬ 
rel and Robert Palatnick of 
Cold Spring Harbor, New York 
was joined on the bema by his 
grandparents Dr. Richard and 
Francis Joseph of Muttontown, 
New York and Mr. and Mrs. 
Albert Palatnick of Jericho, 


New York. Afterward, every¬ 
one enjoyed a wonderful 
brunch in the meting room of 
the synagogue, prepared and 
served by Mathew’s Restau¬ 
rant. 

The rest of the afternoon 
was spent enjoying the beauti¬ 
ful beach and ocean at the 
Playa Linda, where the fami¬ 
lies are time share owners for 
many years. 

Aspyn’s destination Bar 
Mitzvah, which was attended 
by approximately 60 guests, 


included his many aunts, un¬ 
cles, cousins, and friends, con¬ 
tinued that evening under the 
palapa at the Hyatt Regency 
Hotel with cocktail hour, din¬ 
ner and dancing under the 
stars. Other highlights of the 
evening were face painting, a 
special toast by Aspyn’s 
younger brother Skyler, who 
also performed a duet of 
“Don’t stop believing 44 with his 
cousin Lindsay Jill Breslauer 
of Woodmere, New York. 
Everyone got a monogrammed 
hat inscribed with “What hap¬ 
pens in Aruba....stays in 
Aruba” commemorating the 
event. The evening concluded 
with a Bar Mitzvah candle 
lighting ceremony. 

The next morning all the 
guests shared brunch together 
at the Hyatt, reminiscing about 
the day before, and the rest of 
the week was vacation time. 

We look forward to seeing 
you all again next year! 

by Diane Keijzer 

dianekeijzer@yahoo. com 
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Great Vacation 

Rental Values! 


• Fully furnished 2 & 3 bedroom Town Homes 

• Two community swimming pool plazas 

• Very attractive rates 

• Per room pricing less than major resorts 



Tel: +297-586-2200 - Fax: +297-586-2201 
rentals@goldcoastaruba.com 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 



our Island... 

0 ^ 5 our Lifestyle... 
O^/our Home... 




V Malmok ■ Aruba 


Gated community with 24 hours security 


Villas, Town Homes and Condos 


Full resort facilities and services 

Prime location near golf course 
and beautiful white sandy beaches 

Vacation rental program 


We Invite You lb Visit Our 
Model Villa & Tbwn Koine 


Closed December 25th 
and January 1st 


Opening Hours: 
Weekdays 9am - 6pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 12noon - 4pm 


E-mail: info@goldcoastaruba.com 
E-m ail: rental s@ g old coasts ru ba. com 
Tel: +297-586-2200 - Fax: +297-586-2201 
Toll Free from the US. 1-866-978-5770 
www.goldcoastaruba.com 


Very high levels of lead 
found close to chemical 
fire, farmers fed up 


Dutch immigration minister: deport 
failed asylum seekers sooner 



DORDRECHT, The Nether¬ 
lands — Dangerous concentra¬ 
tions of lead have been found 
in fields close to the the Mo- 
erdijk chemicals packaging 
company which went up in 
flames last week. 

Chemistry professor Jacob 
said the amount of lead - up to 
a thousand times the permited 
level - is ’extremely worrying'. 

Officials have so far main¬ 
tained there is no danger to 
human health from soot re¬ 
leased in the blaze. 

Nevertheless, on Tuesday 
Breda mayor Peter van der 
Velden said the plant may have 
broken its licencing conditions 
and could be liable. 

Van der Velden was speak¬ 
ing on behalf of the public 
prosecution department and re¬ 
fused to answer any further 
questions. 

A department spokesman 
said officials had carried out 
searches of the Chemie-Pack 
offices, and that revealed pos¬ 
sible infringements of the li¬ 
cence. But he too refused to go 
into further details. 

A spokesman for the com¬ 
pany also refused to elaborate 
on the allegations 


Meanwhile, it also emerged 
on Tuesday that cancer-cau¬ 
sing dioxins had been found in 
the soot which had fallen in a 
10-mile radius of the blaze. 
But the concentrations 'were 
not unusual' in the winter, Dor¬ 
drecht mayor Arno Brok was 
quoted as saying.. 

A high concentration of 
dioxin found in grass growing 
3 km from the fire was being 
looked into, he said. 

Nevertheless, previous ad¬ 
vice not to eat winter vegeta¬ 
bles and to keep children and 
livestock indoors remains in 
force, Brok said. 

Meanwhile, farmers whose 
fields are close to the plant are 
becoming fed up with waiting 
to find out if they can sell their 
produce, the Telegraaf reports. 

And the uncertainty is da¬ 
maging the entire sector, as 
foreign confidence in tradi¬ 
tional winter vegetables such 
as sprouts, leeks and curly kale 
takes a knock, said a 
spokesman for the fruit and 
vegetable marketing board. 

egetables which have been 
harvested since the fire are 
being stored separately pend¬ 
ing the outcome of tests. 


THE HAGUE, The Nether¬ 
lands - The Dutch government 
is cracking down on refugees 
who file repeated asylum re¬ 
quests as a way of staying in 
the country for years while 
their cases crawl through the 
courts, the immigration minis¬ 
ter announced yesterday. 

Gerd Leers said in a letter to 
Parliament that once asylum 
seekers have had a request re¬ 
jected twice they can be sent to 
their home country to await the 
outcome of any appeal if their 
repeat application contains no 
new information. 

At present, many failed asy¬ 
lum seekers file an appeal 
against the second rejection of 
their original request shortly 
before their scheduled deporta¬ 
tion, sometimes just moments 
before they are to board an air¬ 
plane. Under the proposed leg¬ 
islation, asylum seekers would 
no longer be allowed to await 
the outcome of their appeal in 
the Netherlands if no new facts 
or circumstances emerged. 

The announcement marks 
the first significant tightening 
of Dutch asylum guidelines 
since Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte's conservative coalition 
took office last year. Once one 


of the world's most welcoming 
nations for those fleeing perse¬ 
cution, the Netherlands has 
shifted to the right in recent 
years and made it harder for 
people to claim asylum. 

Anti-Islam lawmaker Geert 
Wilders agreed to support 
Rutte's minority coalition in re¬ 
turn for a pledge to slash immi¬ 


gration. 

According to figures from 
the Central Bureau of Statis¬ 
tics, 16,000 people applied for 
asylum in 2009 and all but 
1,000 applied for the first time. 
European Union statistics said 
most asylum seekers arrive 
from conflict-tom nations such 
as Iraq and Somalia. 
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Sci-Tech 

Fujitsu unveils 'world's first' 
glasses-free 3D PC 



A model displays Fujitsu's 
FH99 Esprimo" 

TOKYO (AFP) - Japanese 
IT services giant Fujitsu on 
Wednesday unveiled what it 
calls the world's first desktop 
computer with a display that 


new desktop computer "FMV 

enables users to see 3D im¬ 
ages without needing special 
glasses. 

The Esprimo FH99/CM 
desktop PC, included in Fu¬ 


jitsu's new line-up of the 
FMV computer series, has its 
liquid crystal display covered 
by a conversion panel en¬ 
abling viewers to see three 
dimensional images on the 
screen. 

The company plans to 
launch the 3D PC on Febru¬ 
ary 25 in Japan, eyeing later 
overseas launches. 

Fujitsu has already 
launched 3D desktop com¬ 
puters that require viewers to 
wear special glasses. 

"Without having to wear 
glasses, you can enjoy watch¬ 
ing 3D images with others," 
said Fujitsu engineer Toshiro 
Ohbitsu. "You can share the 
excitement with family." 

The computer enables 
users to record and watch tel¬ 
evision and edit images. 

Last month, Toshiba 
launched in Japan what it 
calls the world's first televi¬ 
sion that allows viewers to 
see 3D images without spe¬ 
cial glasses, amid intensify¬ 
ing competition in the market 
as the technology gains mo¬ 
mentum. 

Many in the industry say 
3D television demand is 
being held back by con¬ 
sumers' resistance to wearing 
glasses. 


Six species of Haiti’s ’lost frogs’ 
are found 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Conservationists say they 
have found six rare frog 
species that are unique to the 
Caribbean nation of Haiti and 
have not been seen in about 
two decades. 

The discovery, which 
came despite heavy defor¬ 
estation and widespread dam¬ 
age from last year's deadly 
quake, was made during an 
expedition in October to 
search for frogs that are 
rarely seen and could be on 
the verge of extinction. 

Among the unusual frogs 


researchers found were a 
whistling frog named after 
composer Wolfgang Ama¬ 
deus Mozart and a "ventrilo¬ 
quist" frog that can throw its 
voice to send predators in the 
wrong direction. 

They also found in the 
mountains of southwest Haiti 
a burrowing, black-eyed frog 
with orange hind legs and a 
speckled frog with dazzling 
sapphire eyes. 

The team, led by Conser¬ 
vation International scientist 
Robin Moore and Blair 
Hedges of Pennsylvania State 


University, embarked on the 
search in order to find the 
elusive La Selle Grass frog 
(E. glanduliferoides), unseen 
in over 25 years. 

They didn't find that frog, 
but uncovered tantalizing 
glimpses of a handful of 
Haiti's other 48 native species 
of amphibians. 

"We went in looking for 
one missing species and 
found a treasure trove of oth¬ 
ers," said Moore. 

"That, to me, represents a 
welcome dose of resilience 
and hope for the people and 
wildlife of Haiti." 



Taste of Ivtoia 

^"Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel : 5884494 


Hi tech pays tribute to Eiffel 
Tower’s origins 



This hand out picture re¬ 
leased by the Societe d'Ex- 
ploitation de la Tour Eiffel 
(SETE), of a digital simula¬ 
tion of a 215 km/h wind im¬ 
pact on the structure of the 
Eiffel tower, with the top 
leaning forward 25 cm, with 
an amplitude multiplied by 
20 to be visible. 

PARIS (AFP) - Arguably the 
most widely recognised 
structure in the world, the 
Eiffel Tower was designed to 
stand for only 20 years — and 
some predicted it would col¬ 
lapse long before then. 

Even as it was being built 
for the 1889 Universal Exhi¬ 
bition, a professor of mathe¬ 
matics sagely calculated that 
when the tower was two- 
thirds complete, its legs 
would buckle and the whole 
thing would come tumbling 
down, crushing workers and 
houses alike. 

Today, the Eiffel Tower is 
not only standing but remains 
in rude health, testifying to 
the soundness of Gustave 
Eiffel's design and the 
strength of "puddle iron," the 
hand-made wrought iron of 
the late 19th century, say en¬ 
gineers. 

Specialists at the Techni¬ 
cal Centre for Mechanical In¬ 


dustries, or CETIM, have put 
together a high-powered 
computer model based on the 
18,000 pieces that comprise 
the world's greatest iron edi¬ 
fice and the emblem of Paris. 

On screen, the tower has 
been exposed to hurricane- 
force winds, lashing rain, ex¬ 
treme heat, cold and thick 
snow, and each time emerges 
unbowed, they say. 

"We have applied the most 
demanding test standards cur¬ 
rently set in Europe and have 
found that the tower is in ex¬ 
cellent shape," said Stephane 
Roussin, a former French 
naval officer in charge of struc¬ 
tural safety at Eiffel Tower Op¬ 
erating Co., or SETE. 

"We have even doubled its 
weight to see what happens. 
The tower moves but is not 
destroyed." 

SETE commissioned the 
model in 2008 to fine tune its 
maintenance programme — to 
get a better idea of the 324- 
metre (1,063-feet) tower's 
weak and strong points as im¬ 
portant projects are carried out. 

In 2011, the tower will get 
its 19th coat of paint, and 
next year sees an overhaul of 
structures on its first floor. 
The tower itself weighs 
around 8,500 tonnes, to 
which some 3,000 tonnes 
(restaurants, lifts, TV antenna 
and so on) have been added. 

Computer simulation has 
become standard practice for 
modem-built buildings, such 
as the Petronas towers in Kuala 
Lumpur and the Burj Khalifa 
in Dubai, and for bridges, such 
as the Millau viaduct in south¬ 
western France. 

But creating the model for 
the Eiffel Tower presented a 
technical challenge of a com¬ 
pletely new kind. 

One thing was that the re¬ 
alisation that its materials — 
puddle iron (iron that is 
super-heated, beaten by hand 
and then folded over) and riv¬ 
ets — perform quite differ¬ 
ently from modem-day steel, 
concrete and bolts. 

"We had to start from 
scratch," said Roussin. 
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4 CUSTOMER 
FAVORITES 


made with 100% Pure Aruba Aloe 



Island Remedy™ 
Intensive Facial 
Treatment 


Helps minimize skin blemishes, 
fine lines & wrinkles 




Desert Bloom™ 
Hand Lotion 

Moisturize & 
protect your hands 
with natural organic 
essential oils 



Aruba Aloe™ 
Pure Aloe Vera 
Skin Care Gel 

Helps to 
rejuvenate & 
energize dry 
skin 



Island Remedy™ 
Body Lotion 

Soothes and 
moisturizes 
skin that 
requires 
extra care 


Aruba Aloe Balm NV Pitastraat 115, Oranjestad 
T: 588 3222 www.ArubaAloe.comwww.facebook.com/arubaaloe 
Stores: Paseo Herencia, Renaissance Mall, Palm Beach Plaza, Hato Factory 




RECEIVE 

$5 OFF 


*WITH YOUR PURCHASE 
OF $50 OR MORE 


8 2 2 5 2 


7 0 5 9 0 


Health & Living 


UK pledges £750mn for 
cancer strategy 


LONDON, England (AFP) - 
A £750 million cancer strategy 
for Britain designed to drive up 
survival rates could save an 
extra 5,000 lives a year, minis¬ 
ters said. 

New screening programmes 
will be introduced under the 
Department of Health (DoH) 
plans, which will see £450 mil¬ 
lion invested in increasing 
early diagnosis. 

The money will be used to 
fund access to diagnostic tests 
from local GPs with over two 
million extra tests to be made 
available via primary care 
services over the next four 
years. The strategy also prom¬ 
ises to increase access to radio¬ 
therapy treatment as well as 
focusing on prevention and 
healthy lifestyles. 

Our ambition is simple, to 
deliver survival rates among 
the best in Europe and this 
strategy outlines how we will 
make our first steps towards 
this," said Health Secretary 
Andrew Lansley, unveiling the 
plans. "Our commitment is to 
save 5,000 extra lives a year 


from 2014/15 and that is what 
we will be measuring our suc¬ 
cess against.? 

Around 298,000 new cases 
of cancer are diagnosed each 
year in the UK, according to 
the NHS. Cancer claims more 
than 150,000 lives a year in 
Britain, with one in four deaths 
caused by the disease. 

Professor Mike Richards, 
the national clinical director 
for cancer, said survival rates 
in the UK "lag behind" other 
countries because too many 
people are diagnosed late. 

"This is why our strategy 
focuses on earlier diagnosis 
which we will achieve through 
raising the public’s awareness 
of the signs and symptoms of 
cancer and also providing bet¬ 
ter access to diagnostic tests," 
he said. "But improving out¬ 
comes for people with cancer 
isn’t just about improving sur¬ 
vival rates. It is also about im¬ 
proving patients' experience of 
care and the quality of life for 
cancer survivors and our strat¬ 
egy also sets out how that will 
be tackled." 


DNA blood test cuts invasive testing 
for Down's syndrome 


PARIS, France (AFP) - DNA 
in a pregnant woman's blood 
can reliably show whether her 
foetus has Down's syndrome, 
thus hugely reducing the need 
for invasive test procedures 
such as amniocentesis, re¬ 
search published. 

Down's syndrome, a major 
developmental disorder also 
called trisomy 21, occurs in 
around one in every 800 live 
births. 


Pre-natal diagnosis mainly 
entails sampling fluid, drawn 
by a needle, from the amniotic 
sac enveloping the foetus. An¬ 
other technique is called chori¬ 
onic villus sampling, and 
entails taking a sample of pla¬ 
centa. 

Both techniques, though, 
carry a roughly one-percent 
risk of miscarriage, which is 
why they are reserved for older 


mothers-to-be and other 
women deemed at risk. 

Researchers led by Dennis 
Lo, a professor at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong, car¬ 
ried out the first large-scale in¬ 
vestigation into new DNA 
technology which sequences 
telltale foetal molecules in ma¬ 
ternal blood. 

The test was carried out 
among 753 women who were 
all in the high-risk category. 


No decline in US abortion rate 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
number of abortions in the 
United States stayed at about 
the same level in 2008 as three 
years earlier, leveling off after 
a long period of decline, a sur¬ 
vey said. 

Meanwhile the percentage 
of abortions that took place via 
drugs approved by the govern¬ 
ment in 2000 rose from 14 to 
17 percent of all such proce¬ 
dures, according to data re¬ 
leased by the Guttmacher 
Institute. 

The total number of abor¬ 
tions in the United States in 
2008 was 1.21 million, about 
the same as in 2005, when the 
institute issued its most recent 


report. The 2008 rate of 19.6 
abortions per 1,000 women 
ages 15-44 closely matches the 
2005 rate of 19.4 abortions. 

However researchers noted 
that the current levels are far 
below the peak in 1981 of 29.3 
abortions per thousand women. 

Karen Pazol of the Centers 
of Disease Control said gov¬ 
ernment surveys of 2006 data 
released in 2009 showed simi¬ 
lar results, "an interruption of 
the long-term decline." 

However since the CDC 
does not have data for 2007 or 
2008 she "can't predict whether 
it's a short-term change or a in¬ 
terruption of a long-term de¬ 
cline." 


A combination of pills con¬ 
taining mifepristone and miso¬ 
prostol, known as early 
medication abortion, rose 
slightly compared to 2005. 

The option is available in 59 
percent of the nation's abortion 
clinics, the Guttmacher Insti¬ 
tute said. 

Meanwhile, abortion 
providers reported an increase 
in harassment: 89 percent com¬ 
pared to 82 percent in 2000. 

Picketing was the most 
common form of harassment, 
reported by 55 percent of 
providers, followed by picket¬ 
ing combined with blocking 
patient access to facilities (21 
percent), the institute said. 
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Bon Dia and Welcome to Aruba! 



Whether you’re a first time visitor to the island, 
or you vacation with us every year we invite you 
to enjoy one of the most memorable vacation 
destinations of your life. We know, we’re Divi 
Resorts and Aruba has been our home for over 
40 years. 

Divi Resorts has 5 resorts in Aruba, in addi¬ 
tion to The Links at Divi Aruba golf course, and 
the Alhambra Casino. For years we’ve offered 
high quality all inclusive and timeshare vaca¬ 
tions; and over 40,000 members actively partici¬ 
pate in the Divi Vacation Ownership Program. 

Many of our guests have found that one vaca¬ 
tion to Aruba per year is simply not enough! Our 
solution: The Residences at Divi Village Golf & 
Beach Resort. 

The Residences are luxury full ownership 
condominiums nestled within the lush greens of 
The Links at Divi Aruba golf course. 






Make Aruba your second home! Condo¬ 
miniums from the $300s. 

You can now purchase your own condo¬ 
minium and still enjoy the resort amenities of the 
Divi collection. 

For more information about The Residences, 
visit our sales office located in the golf clubhouse 
at the Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort. 

For questions or to schedule your appointment 
to view a condominium, contact sales director 
John Kelly at (297) 583-9971 or email:sales@di- 
viarubaresidences.com 

We hope you will soon call Aruba home! 


AMENITIES: 

• Covered parking space with electrical 
outlet 

• Radio phone to call for transportation 

• Complimentary shuttle to beach, restaurants, 
and the Alhambra Casino and Mall 

• Membership with RCI vacation exchange 
program 

• Complimentary use of fitness center 

• Complimentary use of beach chairs 

• Beach towels service 

• 24/7 Security 

• Garbage collection 

• Green keeping 

• Condo Liaison on duty 

• Discounted green fees 

• Complimentary use of driv¬ 
ing range 

• Preferred tee times 

• Divi managed rental pro¬ 
gram 

• 24/7 availability of front 
desk, maintenance and house¬ 
keeping services 

• Complimentary use of all 
amenities at Divi Village 

• Reduced pricing on all in¬ 
clusive option at Divi and 
Tamarijn Aruba All Inclusives 


FREE CAR 
Limited time: 

Eco-friendly electric car 
for every Residences owner 




S3 


Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
place, delicious meals for 
breakfast, lunch and dinner 



Plain Pancake 

Linda’s Pancake and Pizza is just mmm... good. The 
place, located at Palm Beach sate... out of this world!” 


6D, Noord (on the right side of 
Valero gas station) offers pa¬ 
trons the most delicious Dutch 
pancakes and pizza’s with a 
Dutch twist. 

Open from 8 a.m. to 10 
p.m., and only five minutes 
away from the high-rise re¬ 
sorts, Linda’s is the perfect 
eatery for the whole family. 

Seeing the popularity of 
this quaint small eatery ,THE 
MORNING NEWS decided it 


Besides the original plain 
pancake, Linda’s specialty is 
pancakes with walnuts, Brie 
and honey; pancakes with ba¬ 
nana and mango or a Dutch fa¬ 
vorite: pancake with apple and 
bacon. 

All their pizzas are made 
with Dutch Gouda cheese and 
different toppings making it 
richer in taste. 

When it comes to sate, one 
has to say that the secret is in 



Olgita, llhan and lyanla enjoying a scrumptious meal 


was time to find out just how 
good Linda’s really is, by 
sending out a team of taste 
testers. 

Olgita, joined by her two 
kids ordered a little of every¬ 
thing while the kids roamed 
around freely, enjoying the af¬ 
ternoon. 

The meal started out with 
Linda’s original plain - to die 
for - Dutch pancakes, followed 
by pizza, where instead of 
using mozzarella Linda has 
created a unique twist to the 
traditional Italian dish by using 
Dutch Gouda cheese. Adding a 
local favorite which could not 
stay off the table they also sam¬ 
pled the delicious sate 
(chicken, pork or beef on a 
wooden skewer) with peanut 
sauce (Indonesian influence on 
local food). For the finish the 
team (adults only) had one cup 
of Linda’s delicious Espresso. 

The team had this to say: 
“Superb! There are no words 
to describe just how delicious 
the pancakes are and the pizza 


the sauce. Not everybody can 
make that perfect peanut 
sauce, but Linda, being an ex¬ 
pert in the kitchen has cooked 
up one of the finest peanut 
sauces on the island, making 
this original Indonesian dish 
extra special. 

If you want a specially pre¬ 
pared pancake or pizza, Linda 
is right there — just for you — 
in her kitchen. 

“For those who are allergic 
to gluten I have a special pan¬ 
cake mix, gluten free,” Linda 
stated to THE MORNING 
NEWS team. 

Linda’s Pancakes and Pizza 
also offers fried eggs and 
homemade soups. 

“We also serve American 
coffee,” Linda concluded. 

With a complete menu, 
filled with delicious pancakes, 
pizzas and more, Linda’s pan¬ 
cake and Pizza place is the per¬ 
fect casual restaurant for all in 
the family. 

For more information con¬ 
tact Linda’s at 586-3378. 
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Take time to get M l^lk V 

acquainted with 



There is a particularly lovely 
beach on Aruba with a gor¬ 
geous vista right near the air¬ 
port, known always as 
Surfside; for some time now 
the building adjacent to it has 
gone through a string of own¬ 
ers seeking an appropriate 
identity for this special place, 
and it looks like it has finally 
found it with the opening of 
the Nikky Beach Club Aruba. 

Our investigative team from 
THE MORNING NEWS went 
down to have a look at this lat¬ 
est venture, and we found just 
the kind of authentically tran¬ 
quil, Caribbean ambiance vaca¬ 
tioners seek when visiting 


Aruba. New owner Hans and 
his GM Paul have completely 
renovated and redesigned the 
venue to fully showcase this 
charming location while pro¬ 
viding a very reasonably priced 
menu and bar. 

November is the month to 
get acquainted with Nikky 
Beach as they are offering an 
introductory dinner special of 
only $15 for a three-course 
meal or a different Entree de 
Jour each day of the week for 
only $10. This is available 
from 5:00 to 9:30 p.m., so you 
can finish up an afternoon 
spent on the beach, catch a 
meal after a dive with the ad¬ 


jacent SCUBA shop, or savor 
your supper along with one of 
the most spectacular locations 
to watch our amazing Aruban 
sunsets. 

Jan and Paul have dubbed 
Sunday’s at Nikky Beach 
“Rehab Day,” when they pro¬ 
vide a particularly pleasant 
ambiance with popular local 
and international DJ’s from 
noon on and $3 Mimosas all 
day long. During the tradi¬ 
tional Happy Hour time slot, 
they feature live music with 
top local groups specializing in 
the soft sound of the islands. 

Some extremely interesting 
items on the menu captured 



our interest along with very 
moderate prices; aside from 
the November special you can 
expect an a la carte tab that 
will add to your enjoyment. 
Their chef offers an extensive 
fusion selection that reveals 
expertise in several notable 
cuisines; a nice variety that 
will please everyone’s mood. 
For lunch and snacking you 
find a varied choice of classic 
salads, favorite local treats, 
pastas and gourmet sand¬ 
wiches. Kitchen is open from 
10:00 am. to 10:00 p.m. ser¬ 
ving breakfast, lunch and din¬ 
ner. 

One last interesting tidbit: 
Paul explained they offer a cus¬ 
tomized Departure Day Pack¬ 
age that allows vacationer to 
stow their luggage, enjoy all 
their amenities, choose a meal, 


drinks or both and they will 
personally guarantee getting 
you to the airport in plenty of 
time for the flight. Changing 
rooms and showers let you 
swim and beach it until depar¬ 
ture time and you can linger 
without rushing, as the airport 
is only 2 minutes away; no 
worries about fighting traffic or 
delays. “Why should you end 
your stay on a hurried and har¬ 
ried note?” asks Paul. “You can 
join us for the day and keep 
that relaxed island ambiance up 
to the last minute; it doesn’t 
have to end at check out.” The 
package requires reservations, 
which can be made by calling 
582-0153 or contact them 
through their website: 
www.nickybeacharuba.com. 

by Rosalie Klein 


Brisbane prepares for deadly floods to peak 




BRISBANE, Australia (AFP) 
- Australia's third-largest city 
Brisbane prepared for the peak 
of its worst floods in decades 
yesterday, with more than 
30,000 homes under threat, as 


the death toll rose to 13. 

Thousands of people fled to 
higher ground and Brisbane's 
center was a "ghost town" with 
the river city of two million 
battened down for its worst 


deluge in decades, while 
deadly floods inundated vast 
areas of Australia's northeast. 

More than 50 suburbs and 
2,100 roads were expected to 
be left under water as the Bris¬ 



bane River bursts its banks and 
swamps the city centre, along 
with other areas. 

The river was predicted to 
peak at around 4:00 am today 
at 5.2 meters (17 feet), down 
from an earlier forecast of 5.5 
meters and lower than the lev¬ 


els reached in the last major 
floods in 1974. The toll from 
the floods reached 13 after po¬ 
lice confirmed the death of a 
50-year-old man in Ipswich, a 
town upstream from Brisbane. 

AFP photos give an idea of 
the alarming situation. 
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FREE Coverage on our website: 
www.themorningnewsaruba.com 


ACROSS 

1. Mr. Hart, author 
of the 

autobiography 
“Act One" 

6. Bridge decision 
8. How some like it 
11. Ford's running- 
mate 

16. Give forth 

16. Thirst quencher 

17. Before 

18. Region 

19. Ocean’s movement 

20. Hung loosely 

22. Cures leather 

23. Precipitous 
26. Petty bribe 

26. On edge 

27. Endured 

30. Julia_Howe 

32. Side of a triangle 


36. Part of a Parisian 
address 

36. Live and breathe 

37. Cud chewer 

40. Devoured 

41. Some canines 

44._to be tied 

46. Color 

46. Squander 
48. Traveled here and 
there 

60. "_Is the Hunter' 

61. Bushy clump 

62. Coin of Yugoslavia 

63. Generation_ 

54. Daze 

66. Desert beast 
57. Caper 

60. Ventilate 

61. Before bell or stool 

62. Evil spirit 

65. Historical period 


66. English river 

67. Lifetime 

68. Do sums 

69. Thomas Jefferson’s 
hair color 

70. Altered the facts 

71. Eudora Welty’s “The 
_Heart’’ 

74. Small food fish 

77. Nothing 

78. Coarse files 

82. Capital of Peru 

83. Highway menace 

87. Man who built with 
gopher wood 

88. Styptic 

89. Old card game 

90. Topsy's friend 

91. “I Whistle a Happy 

92. Arizona town 

93. Longing 

94. Twilled fabric 

95. Luge 


DOWN 

1. National League 
team 

2. Leave out 

3. Flank 


4. Material for drums 
popular in Trinidad 

5. Evil 

6. Actress Lupino 

7. Dim wit ted 

8. Beatles film 

9. Crude metal 

10. Senator Kennedy 

11. Passe 

12. Algerian seaport 

13. Cariou and Deighton 

14. Facility 

21. Word on a coin 
24. Went different ways 
26. Waste allowance 

28. “A Boy Named_ M 

29. After ess 

30. Thin, crisp cooky 

31. Dry 

32. _and order 

33. Greek letter 

34. Expressive action 

37. Book division 

38. Umpire's call 

39. Small 

42. Edging 

43. Sharpened a razor 
47. Unit of weight 

49. Farewell: Latin 

50. Loyal supporter 

52. Ventured 

53. Male goose 
64. Downcast 

55. Cravat 

56. Batting-practice 
structure 

58. Anger 

59. Bounder 

61. Worm, perhaps 

63. Isle of_ 

64. Peculiar 

70. South American 
beast of burden 

71. Pizza_ 

72. Senior 

73. Complains wildly 

74. Bridge coup 

75. 5,280 feet 

76. Large Australian 
birds 

77. Gaseous element 

79. Actor-singer David 

80. Window segment 

81. Lean-to 

83. Cunning 

84. “The Pit and the 
Pendulum” author 

85. Mother of mankind 

86. Seance sound 






4 s 

DRUG STORES OPEN AFTER HOURS 

January 8-15 


O’stad: “Botica Trupiaal N.V.”; S.N.: San N. N.V. 


Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
Tel.580-2840/Pager 127-2446 

INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 


Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 



Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel.587-4300 

EMERGENCY 


Telephone 911 

POLICE HDQS 


Telephone 100 


TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

At Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 


Sudokix 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

In addition every rectangle must 
contain the numbers 1 through 9 
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The Ribs Factory 


Porit leave the island 
without trying 
the best native P&Q! 


u £ 
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Si 
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Eat the best 
for less than 

$ 10 ,- 

t the end of the waidstreet in 
Oranjestad 
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RI&S-CHICKFN 

STEAK-FISH 

CH0RIZ0 

Phone: 5824410 





Prwq this Ad and 
get a 

Free 

_ Soda 

J With 

Wi f?lV -^n^vour B 
[ meal 


Finance 


Easy Wtay To Innovate In Your Business 


Oil price hits two-year high 



LONDON, England (AFP) - 
The price of oil struck a two- 
year peak above 98 dollars 
per barrel here as a trans- 
Alaskan pipeline, which car¬ 
ries 12 percent of US 
production, remained shut 
following a leak. 

Traders were meanwhile 
awaiting publication of offi¬ 
cial weekly crude inventory 
data for the United States — 
which is the world's biggest 
oil consuming nation. 

Brent North Sea crude for 
delivery in February reached 
98.46 dollars a barrel in early 
London trade, which was the 
highest level since October 1, 
2008. 

Profit-taking set in ap¬ 
proaching midday, causing it 
to stand at 97.59 dollars, 
down two cents compared 
with this week’s closing 
level. 

New York's main contract, 
light sweet crude for Febru¬ 
ary, dipped four cents to 
91.07 dollars per barrel. 

"There are quite a few 
good reasons that could ex¬ 
plain and verify the current 
high oil prices," said Myrto 
Sokou, an analyst for the 
Sucden brokerage in London. 


As well as the 
Alaskan pipeline shut¬ 
down, "forecasts about 
heavy winter conditions 
in the US northeast as 
well as strong equity 
markets could provide 
further support to 
crude... while it might be 
fairly soon that we can 
see the oil prices back to 
the $100 level," she added. 

The 800-mile (1,300-kilo- 
metre) pipeline delivers be¬ 
tween 630,000 and 650,000 
barrels a day of crude pro¬ 
duced in the Arctic region to 
Valdez port in southern 
Alaska, from where it is de¬ 
livered to the US mainland. 

"There is some uncertainty 
surrounding the pipeline leak 
in Alaska," said analyst Matt 
Smith of Summit Energy. 

"There has not been any 
clarity about when it would 
be resolved." 

Smith said that US oil sup¬ 
plies were generally strong, 
but that the lack of informa¬ 
tion on how long the pipeline 
will remain closed neverthe¬ 
less impacted prices. 

"Until we have more clar¬ 
ity around that, there is going 
to be a premium in prices," he 
added. 



FOR SALE 


Hugo de Grootstraat 4 
Very spacious house, colonial type 
Downtown Oranjestad 

Large livingroom, dining area: 64m 2 (688 sq ft) 
Kitchen, pantry and laundry area 
5 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms 
Large front and back porch 
Yard with trees and car port. 

Freestanding apartment 18m 2 (194 sq ft) 

Land: Private property 8oom 2 (8.611 sq ft) 
Building: 312m 2 (3.358 sq ft) 


Sale price: Afl. 450.00C 


Dutch owner at the moment at Aruba cell 5634626 


Also excellent property and location for an office. 


In a group I belong to, some¬ 
one asked me to tell them 
how they could easily inno¬ 
vate in their business. 

I thought I’d share my an¬ 
swer here because I feel it 
would help you. 

If you have been reading 
my newsletters and blogs for 
a while, you’ll probably rec¬ 
ognize these two answers... 

I said I could give them 
two straightforward ways to 
go about it. One way is to 
find out from their customers 
why they do business with 
you. The other is to find out 
why they buy the products 
that they buy. 

When you get the answers 


to those questions, you’ll be 
able to innovate around them. 

For instance, here is an 
example that was reported in 
the MIT Sloan Management 
Review about a fast-food 
restaurant... 

The restaurant discovered 
that a large number of its cus¬ 
tomers were buying its milk¬ 
shakes to drink early in the 
morning. What they found 
out was that these customers 
were buying the shakes as a 
filling food to drink “while 
driving on a long boring 
morning commute”. 

By understanding that the 
customers were looking for 
easily consumable food to 


keep them company on a 
long, boring commute, the 
restaurant could then start to 
innovate around that desire 
and need. 

When you know the 
“why”, you can start coming 
up with the “how”. 

website: 

www. kenvarga. com 

...helping businesses in¬ 
crease customer acquisition 
by up to 32.7% in as little as 
3 to 6 months, and increase 
customer retention by up to 
90%. 

by Ken Varga 


Prague cafe owner scraps price list, 
boosts busi ness 



Ondrej Lebowski, 42, owner of Lebowski's cafe and a fan 
of the "Big Lebowski" movie, poses in his cafe bar in 
Prague where customers can choose how much they 
want to pay. 


PRAGUE, The Czech Re¬ 
public, (AFP) - A cafe owner 
in the Czech capital Prague 
has devised an unconven¬ 
tional, but apparently suc¬ 
cessful, scheme to drum up 
business: scrapping the price 
list. 

"I had no customers and 
couldn't attract new ones, so 
I got this idea. The place is 
mostly full these days," 42- 
year-old Ondrej Lebowski 
told AFP. 

Now clients at his Big 
Lebowski bar are free to set 
their own price for drinks, 
food, and even some of the 
memorabilia inside including 
film posters, books, toys and 
chess boxes. 

Lebowski launched his in¬ 
novative bid to attract more 
custom last August. Five 


months on, curious customers 
are flocking to the cafe which 
would otherwise have gone 
bust. 

"Customers try to arrive at 
the correct price, some give 
more, some give less," with 
most people doing their best 
to offer a fair amount rather 
than drinking and eating for 
free, Lebowski explained. 

The cosy cafe includes a 
tiny bar on the ground floor, 
a steep staircase and two 
first-floor rooms, one painted 
red, the other one green. 

"I come here once a week. 
It's great, amazing. But you 
feel inclined to pay regular 
prices just because it's a cool 
place," says Ankat, a young 
American studying in Prague. 

"I usually pay what I usu¬ 
ally pay in a normal place, 


around 20 koruna (80 euro 
cents or a dollar) for a beer," 
he added. 

The cafe, open on workday 
evenings, mirrors Lebowski's 
passion for movies, particu¬ 
larly The Big Lebowski. 

Ondrej named both him¬ 
self and the venue after the 
quirky 1998 box-office hit. 

"I changed my name when 
I found a new partner whose 
first name is the same as that 
of my ex-wife," explained the 
towering figure with a broad 
smile. 

Also inspired by the 
movie, the Big Lebowski bar 
offers a tasty White Russian 
cocktail made of vodka, cof¬ 
fee liqueur and milk — for no 
fixed price. 

Sipping the creamy drink 
on the rocks, Aurora, an 
American college student, 
praised both the taste and the 
price she chose to pay for the 
tipple. It's good," she nods, 
before adding: "I paid 80 ko¬ 
runa for two." 


YESTERDAY’S 

Crossword Answer 
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3 COURSE DINNER MENU 
FOR ALL THE FABULOUS LADIES 

*35 


FABULOUS MARTINI MENU 


PER MARTINI 


Located at South Beach Center, Palm Beach 55 
Fa Reservations cal: 586 7070 


+ TO MAKE IT EVEN MOJ^ABULOUS 


2 fori MARTINI ^ 


EVERY THURSDAY 

STARTING AT 5:30 PM 


Blackburn centenarian reveals 


secret of long life 


BLACKURN, Great Britain — 
Alice Chadwick says the secret 
to a long life is a dry martini 
every day before lunch. 

Mrs Chadwick who has 
just celebrated her 100th 
birthday said the cocktail, 
sometimes with a little gin, 
had kept her life long and 
healthy. 

The Revidge resident cel¬ 
ebrated her birthday with 


dozens of friends and family 
at the Blackburn Golf Club 
on January 6. 

Mrs Chadwick who joined 
the club in 1944, with her 
husband John, played until 
she was 90. She said: "I have 
been very active all my life 
and played a lot of golf but I 
do think the dry martini once 
a day has definitely con¬ 
tributed. 


Enjoy and relax at Quality Apartments 

Where service is with a smile 






Aruba is one of the most beau¬ 
tiful islands in the Caribbean, 
having long stretches of sugar 
white beaches, where you can 
take long peaceful walks or 
dive in the cleanest of waters 
found in the world. 

And Quality Apartments is 
situated within walking dis¬ 
tance from these beaches. 
Wow!!! 

The apartments are conve¬ 
niently located less than one 
mile from Aruba’s most beau¬ 
tiful beaches, like Manchebo 
Beach and Eagle Beach; near 
to the hotels and fantastic 
restaurants. 

Quality Apartments is also 
located only 1 mile from 
Aruba’s greatest casinos, four 
large supermarkets, bank, car 
rentals, motorcycle rentals, ex¬ 
cellent nightclubs and bowling 
club. 

It has 43 comfortable studio- 
apartments (max. 3 persons) 
and 17 luxurious apartments 
(max. 4 persons) with a loft. 

These fabulous loft apart¬ 
ments are more spacious, with 
the sleeping area upstairs on 


the loft. All apartments are 
completely furnished with 
cable TV. The open kitchen is 
very spacious and equipped 
with stove top, refrigerator, 
toaster/oven and coffee maker 
(microwave optional). The 
apartments are air-conditioned, 
with daily maid service, private 
parking and a mini market. 

The laundry is accessible to 
all guests 24 hours a day. There 
is a large fresh water swim¬ 
ming pool, with a pool deck 
and beach chairs, where you 
can relax any time of the day. 


At the reception, the friendly 
staff is always ready to attend 
you with a smile. 

Quality Apartments is situ¬ 
ated at the Schotlandstraat 70 
in Oranjestad. For reservations 
or information readers may 
call at tel: (297)-582-0697 or 
(297)-583-7484, Fax: (297)- 
583-5203. Office hours are 
Monday thru Friday: 8 a.m. to 
7 p.m., on Saturday and Sun¬ 
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

E-mail: quality@setarnet. 
aw, Website: http://arubaqua- 
lity apartment s .com 


Prince Harry to join North Pole trek 


Prince Harry is to join four wounded 
British Army veterans when they attempt 
to ski to the North Pole in April. 

The team will embark on a four-week, 
200 mile (320km) trek from Siberia 
across the polar ice cap in aid of the char¬ 
ity Walking with the Wounded. 

The prince, will be exposed to the 
same privations and dangers as the rest of 
the group including the risk of falling into 
freezing water, possible attack from polar 
bears and storms. 

A wind-chill factor of minus 60C will 
be cold enough to freeze exposed skin 
within minutes. 
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Lunch 
and Dinner 
11:00a.m. 
till 11:OOp.m. 

For Reservations 

Tel: 736-3262 
583-3262 


Woststraat 1 Lokaal 1 next to the Harbor 


The 04 
Food off thi 


Authentic 

Aruban 

Cuisine 



Millions take to floor in 
'Just Dance' videogame 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) - 
Ubisoft announced that it had 
sold more than five million 
copies of the latest version of a 
"Just Dance" video game tai¬ 
lored for play on Nintendo's 
motion-sensing Wii consoles. 

"Just Dance 2," which gets 
players off couches and mov¬ 
ing to music, was released in 
October as the third install¬ 
ment in a videogame franchise 
that has sold a total of about 10 
million units, according to 
Ubisoft. 

"The 'Just Dance' franchise 
has revitalized the video game 
music category with con¬ 
sumers worldwide joining the 
dance movement," said 
Ubisoft North America senior 
vice president of sales and 
marketing Tony Key. 

"The outstanding perform¬ 
ance of'Just Dance 2' this hol¬ 
iday solidifies the brand as a 
pop culture phenomenon." 

"Just Dance 2" challenges 
players to mirror choreo¬ 
graphed moves set to more 
than 40 songs from an array of 
genres including funk, rock, 
and pop. 

"We think the dance cate¬ 
gory could be huge," Key said 
in an interview with AFP. 
"Every room you put 'Just 
Dance' in catches fire at a 
party. People love to dance." 

As many as four people can 
play at a time, with the number 
doubling to eight in a dance 
"battle mode." The game even 


has a social networking page at 
facebook.com/justdancegame 
"liked" by more than 336,000 
people. "The strong perform¬ 
ance of 'Just Dance 2' is a per¬ 
fect example of the potential 
that can be achieved by an in¬ 
dependent publisher like 
Ubisoft in delivering irre¬ 
sistible content for the Wii sys¬ 
tem," said Nintendo of 
America President Reggie 
Fils-Aime. 

Ubisoft has been a longtime 
believer in motion controls for 
videogames and the potential 
for 3-D cameras to immerse 
players in the on-screen action. 

The French videogame titan 
scored another dance game 
victory with the release late 
last year of "Michael Jackson: 
The Experience" title for play 
on Wii consoles.The game 
combines late king of pop's 
music with his renowned 
dance moves, calling on play¬ 
ers to learn and emulate the 
King of Pop's techniques. 

Players are also able to sing 
along to Jackson songs includ¬ 
ing "Billie Jean" and "Beat It," 
and have their vocal perform¬ 
ances rated by the game. 

"Neither 'Just Dance 2' nor 
'Michael Jackson: The Experi¬ 
ence' discriminate," Key said. 

"Both games combine great 
music, fun, competition and 
social interaction into one 
complete package that's easy 
for everyone in the household 
to enjoy." 


Director shoots first major movie 
solely with iPhone 



SEOUL, South Korea (AFP) 
- A movie claimed to be the 
first ever cinema-standard film 
to be shot solely on the iPhone 
has been premiered by cele¬ 
brated South Korean director 
Park Chan-Wook. 

"Night Fishing" is said to 
have the same picture resolu¬ 
tion as conventional movies 
but took just 80 people, 150 
million won ($133,000) and 10 
days to create. 

Park Chan-Wook said he at 
first approached the project, a 
30-minute film about a surreal 


encounter between a 
fisherman and a female 
shaman (medium), for 
fun. 

"New technology al¬ 
ways offers wonders 
and useful features. 
Testing them is part of 
the amusement," he 
told Yonhap news 
agency in an interview 
after this week’s pre¬ 
miere 

But the director, best 
known internationally 
for "Oldboy" and 
"Thirst" which each 
won Cannes festival prizes, 
discovered unexpected bene¬ 
fits. 

"It was a new experience 
compared with making a 
meticulously planned movie. 
Even a casual and spontaneous 
shot delivered a surprise," he 
said. 

"It felt like there were more 
choices." 

The scenes were shot si¬ 
multaneously with two 
iPhones from different angles, 
but staffers also contributed 


with recordings on their own 
iPhones. 

"Some of them had an un¬ 
expectedly interesting angle," 
said Park Chan-Wook, describ¬ 
ing the process as more demo¬ 
cratic since everyone with a 
smartphone took part. 

PROne, the agency repre¬ 
senting Park Chan-Wook, 
claimed the iPhone movie 
would be the first ever to be 
shown in cinemas. 

Park Chan-Wook, however, 
said the medium would not 
outweigh the message. 

"Making a film with smart¬ 
phones might generate more 
interest at the moment. But as 
time goes by, stories and actors 
on screen will be seen as more 
important," he told Yonhap. 

KT Corp, sole local agent 
for the iPhone which has sold 
1.8 million units in South 
Korea since November 2009, 
partially funded the film. 

The movie, co-directed by 
Park and his brother Park 
Chan-Kyong, will be shown in 
10 cinemas nationwide from 
January 27 for four days. 


Bond is back: 007 film revived after MGM crisis 



Daniel Craig as James Bond in the film Casino Royale 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - 
Filming on the latest James 
Bond movie will start later 
this year for release in No¬ 
vember 2012, its producers 
said after debt-ridden studio 
giant MGM was saved from 
financial oblivion. 

The project, starring 
Daniel Craig as 007, was put 
on ice last April after Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer was offered 
for sale to resolve its debt 
problems and stave off bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

But the legendary studio, 
with a catalogue that includes 
the Bond franchise as well as 
the "Pink Panther" and 
"Rocky" series, announced a 
debt-restructuring rescue deal 
late last year, paving the way 
for Bond's return. 

With the working title of 
Bond 23 — the 23rd instal¬ 
ment in the mega-grossing 
franchise formerly embodied 
by stars such as Sean Con¬ 
nery and Roger Moore — the 
new movie will be directed 
by British filmmaker Sam 
Mendes. 

The film "will commence 
production in late 2011 for a 
worldwide release on No¬ 
vember 9, 2012," said 

Michael Wilson and Barbara 
Broccoli of EON Productions 
and Gary Barber and Roger 
Bimbaum of MGM in a state¬ 
ment. 


"Daniel Craig will be re¬ 
turning as the legendary 
British secret agent, with 
Sam Mendes directing a 
screenplay written by Neal 
Purvis, Robert Wade and 
John Logan," it added. 

MGM — famous for its 
trademark roaring lion logo - 
- announced in October thats 
creditors had approved a re¬ 
organization plan with US 
firm Spyglass Entertainment. 


Spyglass was favored over 
a rival offer from billionaire 
Carl Icahn, who reportedly 
owns about 800 million dol¬ 
lars of MGM?s debt, to 
merge the studio with film 
producer Lionsgate in which 
he is the largest shareholder. 

The studio has a 4,000- 
title strong back catalogue 
that also includes "The Wiz¬ 
ard of Oz" and "Singin' in the 
Rain." 
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Resurgent Federer threatens 
'Rafa Slam* 



(FILES) Nadal consoles Federer after beating him at 2009 
Australian Open 


FOR RENT 


Beautiful house In Tankl 
Leendert 

Fully furnished with A/C 
1 Be dr., with patio, 1 Bathr., Living and 
Dining room, Kitchen 
Close to Down Town and Hotel area 


Afl. 1.300,- p/m 


(excl: electricity) 

_ call: 5606800 - 7403696 _ 

UEFA to create new European 
player prize - Platini 


MELBOURNE (AFP) - A 
resurgent Roger Federer 
stands between Rafael Nadal 
and the "Rafa Slam” at the 
Australian Open, where the 
Spaniard can become the first 
man in 42 years to hold all 
four Grand Slam titles at 
once. 

Defending champion Fed¬ 
erer, now 29, has struck an 
ominous vein of form, down¬ 
ing Nadal for the ATP World 
Tour Finals crown in Novem¬ 
ber and winning this month's 
Qatar Open to go 10 matches 
unbeaten. 

Nadal, the world number 
one, is battling back from a 
debilitating fever which saw 
him slump out in the Qatar 
semis and delay his arrival in 
Melbourne. 

The timing is brutal for 
Nadal, 24, who knows he 
may have only one shot at 
uniting all four majors — al¬ 
beit not in the same year — 
for the first time since Aus¬ 
tralian great Rod Laver com¬ 
pleted his second Grand Slam 
in 1969. 

"It's going to be the one 
chance I have in my life,” he 
admitted. 

Nadal was reigning Aus¬ 
tralian Open champion when 
he retired hurt from last year's 
quarter-finals, but he 
bounced back to win Roland 
Garros, Wimbledon and his 
first US Open, moving to 
nine Slam titles and closing 
on Federer's record haul. 

Federer thrived in Nadal's 
absence to stretch his Grand 
Slam tally to 16 at Melbourne 
Park, and has found a new 
lease of life under Paul Anna- 
cone, the coach who guided 
Pete Sampras and Tim Hen¬ 
man. 

The Swiss, left in floods of 
tears after losing the 2009 
final to Nadal, lit the fuse for 
more fireworks in their fa¬ 


mous rivalry by targeting a 
return to the number one 
spot. 

"You have to have some¬ 
thing special to become 
world number one. But I'm 
prepared for that,” Federer 
said. 

However, the enduring 
dominance of the top two, 
joint favourites here, only 
spells more problems for the 
chasing pack led by Serbia's 
Novak Djokovic — the 2008 
winner — and Andy Murray, 
heavily beaten by Federer in 
last year's final. 

"It's incredible,” said Mur¬ 
ray, the world number five, 
marvelling at Nadal's tilt at 
the "Rafa Slam”. 

"A lot of people are say¬ 
ing, 'Well, it's not all in the 
one calendar year.' But I don't 
really think that makes any 
difference. If you hold all 
four Slams at one time, it's an 
incredible achievement. Even 
three in a row is amazing. 

"That's what all of us are 
competing against. He's one 
of the best players ever, if not 
the best, and he deserves to 
be number one in the world, 
and if he does win the Aus¬ 
tralian Open — which I hope 
he doesn't — then it would be 
incredible.” 

Murray's quest to break 
Britain's 75-year Grand Slam 
drought has been repeatedly 
blocked by the top pair, 
whose parade through the 
past 23 majors has been inter¬ 
rupted only by Djokovic and 
Argentina's Juan Martin del 
Potro. 

However, Djokovic ar¬ 
rives on a high following Ser¬ 
bia's Davis Cup victory over 
France last month, after col¬ 
lecting titles in Beijing and 
Dubai to end his fourth year 
in a row as world number 
three. 

"The last couple of months 


I've been playing maybe my 
best tennis and definitely a 
title in the Davis Cup gave 
me a lot of confidence and a 
very short off season as well, 
but that's the way it is. I have 
to adjust,” he said. 

"I'm still working hard off 
the court, trying to work 
physically well.” 

Sweden's Robin Soderling 
won last week's Brisbane In¬ 
ternational to leap-frog Mur¬ 
ray as world number four, 
underlining his danger-man 
status after wins over Nadal 
and Federer at the 2009 and 
2010 French Opens. 

"I am playing really well 
and what makes me really 
happy is that I've never really 
played well in Australia be¬ 
fore,” Soderling said. 

American evergreen Andy 
Roddick reached the 2009 
semis here and was a quarter- 
finalist last year, while dark 
horses include Tomas 
Berdych, Mikhail Youzhny 
and Fernando Verdasco. 

I won't be 
following 
Leonardo, says 

ROME (AFP) - AC Milan 
forward Pato says he won't be 
following the lead of Brazil¬ 
ian compatriot Leonardo and 
switching city colours any 
time in the future. 

Leonardo ended a 13-year 
association with Milan as 
player, scout, technical direc¬ 
tor and coach at the end of 
last season when his one year 
spell as coach was termi¬ 
nated. 

And he provoked conster¬ 
nation amongst die-hard 
Milan fans by taking over the 
reins at their arch rivals Inter 
Milan just six months later. 

Some fans expressed their 
disatisfaction with the move 
during Sunday's 4-4 draw at 
home to Udinese by display¬ 
ing anti-Leonardo banners. 

And although fellow 
striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
has made the same move in 
the opposite direction — via 
Barcelona — Pato vowed 
never to don the blue and 
black shirt of Inter. 

"This is a job and 
(Leonardo) has made his 
choice and we all respect that 
decision,” Pato told Italian Sky. 

"Inter are still Inter, a 
strong team that won every¬ 
thing last year and has won 
many league titles in recent 
years. 

"But I've already said we 
have to concentrate solely on 
our aims and I'm convinced 
that at the end we'll do well. 

"And I repeat, I only want 
to win with this jersey which 
I will wear as long as the club 
wants me to. 


MADRID (AFP) - UEFA will 
create the equivalent of the 
Ballon d’Or award for Euro¬ 
pean players which it will 
start giving out next season, 
the president of the European 
football governing body, 
Michel Platini, said in an in¬ 
terview published Wednes¬ 
day. 

"UEFA will give a special 
prize to the best player in Eu¬ 
rope, following the spirit of 
the former Ballon d'Or given 
by France Football which has 
now merged with the FIFA 
prize for best world player," 
he told Spanish sports daily 
Mundo Deportivo. 

The prize will be awarded 
in August at an annual cere¬ 
mony in Monoco on the same 
day as the draw to select the 
fixtures for the Champions 
League, the newspaper said. 

The prize jury will be 
made up of representatives 
from all the football federa¬ 
tions that make up UEFA, 
sports journalists and 
coaches, it added. 

The Ballon d'Or, set up in 
1956 by French sports maga¬ 
zine France Football, is de¬ 
cided by a poll of world 
football journalists. 

Originally only European 
players at European clubs 
were eligible but in 1995 a 
change in the rules allowed 
non-European players to be 
eligible for the award if they 
played for a European club. 

For 2010 the Ballon d'Or 
was merged with FIFA's 
Player of the Year prize. The 


newly-created FIFA Ballon 
D’Or was awarded on Mon¬ 
day to Barcelona's Argentine 
international Lionel Messi. 

Messi, the winner of the 
Ballon d'Or in the previous 
year, held off his Barcelona 
team mates Andres Iniesta 
and Xavi, second and third re¬ 
spectively, sparking disap¬ 
pointment in Spain but Platini 
said the player deserved it. 

"He is the best without any 
debate. But I would have 
prefered that it go to Xavi or 
Iniesta,” said Platini, a former 
France captain who won the 
Ballon d’Or three times. 

Buffon to make 
cup comeback 

ROME (AFP) - Juventus 
2006 World Cup winning 
goalkeeper Gianluigi Buffon 
will make his first appearance 
of the season following a 
back problem against Catania 
in the Coppa Italia on Thurs¬ 
day, his club said Wednesday. 

Buffon has been unavail¬ 
able since suffering a herni¬ 
ated disc during the World 
Cup in South Africa in June. 

But Italy's first choice 
number one is finally due to 
make his season bow accord¬ 
ing to assistant coach 
Francesco Conti. 

Conti also insisted that the 
much-maligned Italian Cup 
would be taken very seri¬ 
ously in Turin this season. 

The team comes into the 
Catania game having con¬ 
ceded seven goals in losing 
their last two league games, 
scoring just once in reply. 



For all your Car Wash needs Pjckup service available 
Specialized in Interior Deep Cleaning on request 


Palm Beach Plaza (Parking lot) - From: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Call today: 561-0389 
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NFL tail-gate PPQ every Sunday Starting 1 0:50 am. 


Phones: (297) 587-7482 / 587-6474 Fax: (297) 587-8448 


Rivera becomes new coach Chicago Blackhawks add to hockey 
of Panthers all-star line-up 


24 HP Plasma TV's 


HOMUftew'YW*- P w 9 
Sables of Mta 


All NFl $■ College 
Football games shown 


CHARLOTTE (AFP) - The 
Carolina Panthers have hired 
San Diego defensive co-ordi- 
nator Ron Rivera as their new 
head coach, the National 
Football League club an¬ 
nounced on Tuesday. 

Rivera, who has no head 
coaching experience in the 
NFL, replaces John Fox, who 
was let go earlier this month 
after Carolina went 2-14 in 
his ninth season. 

Rivera was the defensive 
co-ordinator in Chicago from 
2004-06, helping the Bears 
reach the Super Bowl in his 
third season before the team 
cut him loose in a surprising 
move that freed him up for 
other offers. 

The 49 year old Rivera has 


AL MVP Hamilton in hospital 
with pneumonia 


DALLAS, Texas (AFP) - 
Major League Baseball’s co- 
most valuable player Josh 
Hamilton of the Texas Rangers 
has been hospitalized with 
pneumonia. 

The Rangers said Hamilton 
was diagnosed with the illness 
Monday and they expect him 
to be released by Wednesday. 

Hamilton was named the 


American League's MVP last 
season. 

The club expects Hamilton 
to be able to resume condition¬ 
ing and baseball activities in a 
few days. 

Hamilton batted .359 with 
32 home runs and 100 RBIs 
last year. 

He has battled drugs and al¬ 
cohol addictions in the past. 


Open Monday - Friday 3:00 p.m./Saturday® 12- Sunday 10:30 a.m. 


.ft- 


Apartments 


Fully furnished studio apartments, walking distance to Eagle 
Beach, per day, week or month, excellent alternative for your next 
vacation in Aruba. 

Bubali #143, Noord, Aruba 


www.sasaki-apartments.com 
E-mail: sasakiapartments@hotmail.oom 


the difficult task of turning 
around the NFL's worst team. 
He is the second Latino head 
coach in NFL history. 


Filipino pride on line Donaire seeks title 


NEW YORK (AFP) - 
The reigning Stanley 
Cup champions 

Chicago Blackhawks 
and the Vancouver 
Canucks helped round 
out the rosters Tuesday 
for the National Hockey 
League's all-star game 
on January 30. 

Chicago added for¬ 
wards Patrick Kane (33 
points) and Patrick 
Sharp to the game 
which already featured 
top stars Duncan Keith 
and captain Jonathan 
Toews. 

Vancouver forward 
Ryan Kesler and 
Swedish twins Henrik (54 
points) and Daniel Sedin (25 
goals) were also included on 
Tuesday as part of the re¬ 
maining 36 players chosen by 


Ovechkin (44 points) 
were also added to the 
game in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 

One surprise pick 
was forward David 
Backes who had 17 
goals and 48 points for 
St. Louis last season 
and has just 12 goals 
in 41 games this sea¬ 
son. 

This year the 
league has changed 
the format of the an¬ 
nual mid-season con¬ 
test. Two team 
captains will each 
make alternating picks 
from the pool of 42 
players to fill out their teams 
much like an outdoor game 
of shinny. Each team must 
have at least 12 forwards, six 
defences and three goalies. 


league officials. 

Anaheim forward Corey 
Perry (21 goals), Columbus' 
Rick Nash (20 goals), Tampa 
Bay's Steven Stamkos (31 
goals) and Washington's Alex 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Fil¬ 
ipino bantamweight star 
Nonito Donaire (photo-R) 
says national pride will be on 
the line when he takes on 
Mexican champion Fernando 
Montiel (photo-L) in a world 
title fight February 19. 

Donaire will be trying to 
take two titles off the 31- 
year-old Montiel who holds 
the WBC and WBO belts 
when they square off at the 
Mandalay Bay Resort and 
Casino. 

"Fernando Montiel is the 


best fighter I have ever faced 
and certainly the toughest 
challenge of my career," 
Donaire said at a news con¬ 
ference Tuesday at a Los An¬ 
geles hotel. "It is going to be 
a battle of strength and will. I 
am leaving nothing to chance 
in my training and when the 
final bell rings the Philip¬ 
pines will have another mark 
in the victory column over 
Mexico." 

Montiel (43-2-2, 33 KOs) 
is only the fourth Mexican 
boxer to capture world titles 
in three different divisions, 
next to his idol the legendary 


Julio Caesar Chavez. 

"It is a very important 
fight for me and a great op¬ 
portunity to prove that I am 
one of the best fighters in the 


world," Montiel said. "I ex¬ 
pect a tough fight but I also 
expect to win." 

Donaire (25-1, 17 KOs) of 
General Santos City, beat 
Ukrainian Wladimiro Sido¬ 
renko in his last fight to ex¬ 
tend his win streak to 24 
fights. 

The 28-year-old former 
world flyweight champion, 
who is comfortable throw¬ 
ing punches with either 
hand, wobbled Sidorenko 
just 75 seconds into the fight 
with a powerful right and 
the stinging left hook com¬ 
bination. 
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Clijsters too strong for Azarenka 


Hewitt, Monfils, Davydenko win 
at Kooyong 


SYDNEY (AFP) - Kim Cli¬ 
jsters stormed into the semi¬ 
finals of the Sydney 
International with a straight 
sets demolition of Victoria 
Azarenka on Wednesday. 

The Belgian world num¬ 
ber three reaffirmed her sta¬ 
tus as favourite for next 
week's Australian Open with 
five service breaks on the 
way to a 6-3, 6-2 win over the 
seventh-seeded Azarenka in 
85 minutes. 

Clijsters will face the win¬ 
ner of unseeded pair, Do- 
minika Cibulkova of 
Slovakia and Russia's Alisa 
Kleybanova in Thursday's 
semi-finals. 

China's Li Na will take on 
Serbian qualifier Bojana Jo- 
vanovski in the other semi, 
after Jovanovski beat Flavia 
Pennetta 6-4, 6-1 in their 


quarter-final. 

With no Serena Williams 
in Melbourne and the patchy 
early season form of the two 
top-ranked women, Caroline 
Wozniacki and Vera 
Zvonareva, Clijsters was in 
devastating form. 

The Belgian mother con¬ 
trolled the match from the 
baseline in swirling winds 
with her deep groundstrokes 
putting Azarenka on the de¬ 
fensive. 

Li was the first player into 
the semi-finals after a gru¬ 
elling dogfight with Russia's 
Svetlana Kuznetsova. 

The llth-ranked Li wore 
down the two-time Grand 
Slam champion, 3-6, 7-6 
(7/4), 6-3 in almost two and a 
half hours on a warm day to 
book her spot in the last four 
of the tournament. 


MELBOURNE (AFP) - 
Lleyton Hewitt said he was 
feeling fresh ahead of his 
15th Australian Open after a 
rain-interrupted 7-5, 4-6, 6-4 
win over Mikhail Youzhny at 
the Kooyong Classic 
Wednesday. 

With the flood tragedy un¬ 
folding away to the north in 
Queensland, poor weather 
was also affecting Mel¬ 
bourne. 

Hewitt's match was de¬ 
layed by rain for 90 minutes 
in the second set before the 
former world number one re¬ 
turned to court to earn a vic¬ 
tory at the eight-man tune-up 
for the Open, which starts 
Monday. 

The 29-year-old has never 
played in the Kooyong Clas¬ 
sic, preferring ATP tourna¬ 
ments as warm-ups prior to 
the first major of the season. 

"I knew I'd get three good 
matches here, it's a good 
field," he said. "You can't buy 
matches like the one I just 
had. This is how you get 
match tough and that’s what 
you have to be for the Open. 

"I feel I can compete with 
most guys now, I had hard 
weeks of training after my 
(elbow) injury in September. 
I'm fresh and feel pretty 
good. That's a good sign at 
age 29." 

Frenchman Gael Monfils 
also began his season on a 
positive note with his third 
straight win over Spain's Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco to open the 
four-day event. 

In the day's final match 
which finished in fading 
light, Russian Nikolay Davy¬ 
denko defeated Wimbledon 
finalist Tomas Berdych 7-5, 
3-6, 6-3, with Davydenko lin¬ 
ing up a promotion round 
match Thursday with Hewitt. 

Monfils, whose last com¬ 
petitive outing came as a los¬ 
ing Davis Cup finalist last 
month against Serbia, pulled 
back from the brink after 


dropping the opening set to 
win 4-6, 7-6 (7/5), 6-4. 

"It was good, it was the 
first match of the season, I'm 
pretty happy," said the 12th- 
ranked Monfils, who said his 
off-season preparation con¬ 
sisted of "a lot of running and 
some gym work" as he stayed 
away from tennis after a long 
2010 campaign. 

"It was a tough start to the 
match, but once I found my 
rhythm, I was moving well. I 
was the aggressor on the 
court." 

Monfils has never lost to 
the ninth-ranked Verdasco, 
beating him in the Paris in¬ 


door third round two months 
ago and at Monte Carlo on 
clay in 2008. 

Verdasco won the Kooy¬ 
ong special event a year ago 
over France's Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga, whose opener 
against Austrian Jurgen 
Melzer was put back to 
Thursday after the rain. Mon¬ 
fils plays the winner of that 
match. 

Monfils, watched by his 
Australian coach Roger 
Rasheed, showed good early 
conditioning as he mounted a 
comeback in an encounter 
lasting 2hr 52min. 


CARNIVAL 



SCHEDULE 


Main Events 2011 


K Jan 14. 

Sat. Jan. 15 

Sun. Jan. 16 
6:30 p.m. 


Wed. Jan 9 
6 -9 p.m 

FRI. JAN. 21 


SAT. JAN 22 
6:30 p.m. 


SUN. JAN 23 
6j- 10 p.m. 


Carnaval Happy Hour 

Place: pending 

Youth Salsa Dance Contest 
lace: pending 

Aruba’s Children Youth and Adult 
rince and Pancho Election 
lace: Aruba Entertainment Center 

jn-up happening Tumba Festival 41 
lace: Balashi Garden 

arnaval Happy Hour 
lace: pending 


ruba’s Children and Youth Calypso& 
Roadmarch Contest 2011 
lace : Joe Laveist Sportpark 


ign-up happening Calypso & Road- 
march Contest 2011 Place : Joe 
Laveist Sportpark 



LOCATED AT THE HOLIDAY INN 

Black Jack, Craps, 3 Card Poker, Caribbean 
Stud Poker, Slots and daily Bingos!!! 

Only Casino in Aruba 
Where dealers stands on Soft 17 

SPORTS BOOK 

No charge or tax on winnings 

Live simulcast of all major tracks 
Highest limits in Aruba 

POKER ROOM 

TOURNAMENTS 

Mondays & Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. $10 
Wednesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. $25 
Fridays at 7:00 p.m. $50 
Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $150 
Sundays at 7:00 p.m. Freeze out $100 
(Tournaments are subject to charge as 
per Management criteria) 

Lady Luck is waiting for you 
at Excelsior Casino!! 























